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From which countries do international mobile researchers come to Germany  
as a destination country (2019-2021, in per cent)?

Favourite host countries for international researchers based on 
the number of incoming researchers (as of 2018-2021, depending on the country)
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 * Reasons that the postdocs surveyed from the UK, India, Israel, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Poland,  
South Africa and the USA described as very important (in per cent).

 * Reasons that the postdocs surveyed from the UK, India, Israel, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Poland,  
South Africa and the USA described as very important (in per cent).

Selected factors that can lead to the failure of  
planning an academic stay abroad

69.2%

38.1%

Sources: Scopus-Datenbank (Elsevier), DZHW-Berechnungen, destatis.de,  
www.wissenschaft-weltoffen.de, research-in-germany.org

SCIENTISTS ON  
THE MOVE

Nowadays, scientists have to be 
more mobile than ever. To exchange  

knowledge, collaborate on international 
projects or take the next step in their career 

move, they are travelling the world. This  
infographic looks at mobile scientists and 
researchers worldwide. It also places a  

special focus on international researchers 
who come to Germany.

Scientists systematically analyse a specific subject area. They conduct research in order to make new  
discoveries or establish new methods. Depending on the subject area and research objective,  

different strategies are used in their work.

Proportion of internationally mobile scientific authors of the respective 
country of all internationally mobile scientific authors:

* As of 2021, 115,365 of these are internationally mobile.

HOW MANY SCIENTISTS  
ARE THERE WORLDWIDE?

SCIENTISTS IN GERMANY

400,000

WHERE DO THE INTERNATIONAL 
SCIENCE PERSONNEL TO GERMANY?

IN WHICH SPECIALISED  
FIELDS DO FOREIGN 

SCIENTISTS WORK IN GERMANY?

TRAVELLERS  
SCIENTISTS

WHY DO SCIENTISTS
ABROAD

89

22.8 59.9 34 29.2

87.8 86.2 72.8

WHY DO 
SCIENTISTS NOT  

GO ABROAD?

THE PROFESSION

7.8 Mio.*

Over 400,000 people work as academic staff in Germany. The majority work at universities (universities and universities  
of applied sciences (HAWs)) and non-university research institutions. Many researchers also work in research  

and development in companies.

In 2021, more than 59,000 academic and  
artistic staff with foreign citizenship were 
employed at German universities, including  
around 3,700 international professors.  
International employees therefore accounted 
for 13.9% of all academic staff. The situation is 
similar at the four  largest non-university  
research institutions: In 2021, around 29%  
of all scientists here came from abroad.

The most important region of origin of international 
academic staff at German universities with 32% is  

Western Europe. 

13.9%

HOST COUNTRIES

Proportion of international staff of the  
total academic staff of  

German universities in per cent


